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Important Customer Notice – Tristel Chlorine Dioxide Efficacy against Viruses, including
Coronaviruses

The Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) was declared by the World Health Organization (WHO) as a
global pandemic on 11 March 20201. Cases have been reported in the continent of Africa, Asia,
America, Europe and Oceania2. Symptoms of disease appear 2-14 days after exposure (based
on the incubation period of MERS-CoV viruses) and include fever, cough and shortness of
breath3.
The survival of SARS-CoV-2 on surfaces acting as a vector for nosocomial transmission within
the healthcare environment is currently being studied. New data published in the New England
Journal of Medicine reveals the virus remains stable and infectious within the air for three
hours4.
SARS-CoV-2 Resistance to Disinfectants
SARS-CoV-2 is categorised as an enveloped virus. These viruses are regarded by scientists as
the least resistant group of microorganisms for disinfectants to inactivate. Vegetative bacteria,
fungi, non-enveloped viruses, mycobacteria and bacterial spores are all deemed more resistant
for disinfectants to inactivate compared to enveloped viruses such as SARS-CoV-2 (Figure 1).
High-level disinfectants inactivate all of the above mentioned microorganisms.
High-Level Disinfectant Efficacy
Tristel chlorine dioxide products* are high and intermediate-level disinfectants and provide
efficacy against enveloped viruses, vegetative bacteria, fungi, non-enveloped viruses,
mycobacteria and bacterial spores**.
Products are listed on the Australian Register of Therapeutic Goods (ARTG) as either hospital
grade or high/intermediate-level instrument grade disinfectants (for use on medical devices)
and are tested in accordance with TGA requirements.

Figure 1. Resistance of Microorganisms to Disinfectants. Adapted from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(2008)5
*Contact mail-au@tristel.com for Tristel chlorine dioxide products listed on the ARTG.
** Only high-level disinfectants possess efficacy against bacterial spores.
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